A Needle Case
to hold your needle packets
by
Celeste Chalasani
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Materials list:
A. Your finished embroidery 12” long x 6” wide
B. Light weight cotton for lining, 27” long x 6” wide
C. #12 perle cotton
D. Ribbon
E. Skirtex or light weight cardboard, 2 pieces 5 1/2 x 5”
F. Sewing thread to match your lining
G. A hot iron
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1. The outer piece can be stitched with your favorite design just on the front, designs
on the front and back, or with a rectangular design that can be folded in half. I
stitched a stumpwork design but the finishing instructions will work for surface and
counted embroidery, including cross stitch and crazy quilting. Be sure to allow a
1/2 inch seam allowance on each side of your design.
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Making the pockets
1. Your lining fabric should be cut to 27 inches long by 6 inches wide.
2. To create the pockets, you will need to create a series of folds, ironing down each
one as you go. The folds do not all meet at the raw edge in order to prevent bulk at
the lower seam. When all your folds are in place, you’ll have three pockets with the
top edges of each spaced 1/2 inch apart from each other. On the wrong side, the
bottom edges will also be spaced 1/2 inch apart from each other.
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3. With the wrong side up, fold over
one end, wrong sides together,
3 inches and iron in place.

4. Fold the ironed end under, right
sides together, so that the raw edge
extends 1/2 inch. Iron this fold in
place.
Fold under

Fold over
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5. Fold over this end again, wrong
sides together, extending the second
fold 1/2 inch further than your first
fold. Iron this fold in place.

6. Fold the ironed end under, right
sides together, so that the raw edge
extends 1 inch and the last fold
extends 1/2 inch. Iron this fold in
place.
Fold under

Fold over
7. Fold again, bringing the folded edges
to the wrong side again. You should
now have two folded, ironed edges.
The new fold should extend 1 inch from
your first fold, and 1/2 inch from your
second fold. Iron this fold in place.

8. For the final fold, bring the folded
edges to the right side so that the
raw edge extends 1-1/2 inches. Iron
this fold in place.
Fold under

Fold over
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9. Turn your fabric over to the right side. You should now have three pockets.

Raw edge
of lining
Three pockets
with top edge of
each (folds) 1/2
inch apart.

10. Sew a basting line 1/2 inch from the raw edges along each long side of the lining.
This will help keep your pockets in place and it will give you a guideline for ironing.
11. Find the center of the pockets and sew a seam line from the bottom edge to the top
edge of the top most pocket. If you are sewing by hand, use backstitch.

Baste 1/2 inch
from the raw
edges.

Find the center
and sew a seam
from the raw
edge to the top of
the pocket.
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12. Flip your lining over so the wrong side is up. Using your basting as a guideline, iron
a 1/2 inch seam allowance.

Press a 1/2 inch seam
allowance along each
long side of your lining.

13. Next, with your stitched outer piece wrong side up, press a 1/2 inch seam allowance along each long side. If you like, you can baste 1/2 inch from the raw edges
for a guideline first.
Press a 1/2 inch seam
allowance along each
long side of your
stitched outer piece.
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14. With wrong sides together, pin your stitched outer piece to the lining. If your stitching has a definite front and back, make sure that you match the top and bottom
ends correctly. The pockets for your needle packets should be attached to the
back of the stitched outer piece.

15. With your outer stitched piece facing you, stitch the outer piece and the lining
together along one side using Palestrina knot. Use the Perle Cotton #12 or a
similar weight. Space the knots about a needle’s width apart. When you finish one
side, stitch the other side together too.

Stitch each long side
together with Palestrina
knot. Space your knots
about a needle’s width
apart.
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16. Press a 1/2 inch seam allowance on each end of your needle case, folding the
seam allowance to the inside.
17. Cut two lengths of ribbon at least 7 inches long. Find the center of each end of
your needle case and pin the ribbon in place (in between the wrong sides of the
stitched outer piece and the lining). Make sure there’s at least 1/2 inch of ribbon
inside the seam allowance.

Find the center of each
end and pin the ribbon
in place.

18. Firmly tack the ribbon to the seam allowance. Be sure not to go sew through to the
right side of your stitched outer piece or the right side of your lining.
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19. Cut two pieces of skirtex or lightweight cardboard 5-1/2 inches by 5 inches. Insert
one piece between your two layers at each end, trimming as necessary to fit. Be
sure that your ribbon stays clear.

20. Once you’ve got your skirtex or cardboard in place, pin the stitched outer piece and
the lining together at each end. Stitch together using Palestrina knot.
21. To close your needle case, fold in half and just tie the two ribbons together in a
bow!
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